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STOP THE VIOLENCE INITIATIVE 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [12.05 pm]: All too often I hear stories of violent crime 
and the devastating impact on members of our community. Lives can be changed in an instant with a single 
malicious act. Last week, I met a group of young people who had stepped forward to make a difference. Last 
Tuesday, 26 March, it was my pleasure to launch the Stop the Violence video at Balga Senior High School. The 
video is the combined effort of Balga Senior High School, Mirrabooka district police and the Organisation of 
African Communities. The Stop the Violence initiative was formulated by the Organisation of African Communities 
following the death of teenager Kuol Akut in 2016. The event also reflected on the untimely death of Jacob Cummins, 
who was struck by a motor vehicle in Canning Vale in 2017. Kuol’s mother, Naomi, and Jacob’s mother, Aisling, 
attended the event. They both appear in the video, sending a powerful message to stop the cycle of violence. 
Former world boxing champion Danny Green also appears in the video, having donated his time to narrate the film 
and work with youth through his Stop the Coward’s Punch campaign. The video was produced by Balga students, 
with the help of a $23 473 grant from the government’s community crime prevention fund. I send my 
congratulations to everyone involved in the project. In particular, I thank Joe Tuazama of the Organisation of African 
Communities, Inspector Don Emanuel-Smith of Mirrabooka police and the staff of Balga Senior High School. 
I want to especially thank Hermela Mebrahtu, a school student and friend of Jacob Cummins, who gave 
a passionate speech calling for young people to realise the consequences of their actions, and warned of how small 
events can quickly spiral out of control. 
Police can enforce the law, but it is by building values of kindness that we can create a safer community. It was 
wonderful to see how the project had brought people together. I hope that the DVD will encourage young people 
to think about responsibility. I note that the DVD is dedicated to Karen Merrin, who is a very worthy subject of 
the Attorney General’s ministerial statement. 
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